COMPLETED MISSION REPORT
26 August 2021
Sp-4 Gary Owen Mahar, US Army (Vietnam) Longview, WA.

2 patriots gathered to honor our hero, Gary Owen Maher Of Longview, WA. At 0900 we staged at Dahl/McVicker Funeral Home in Kelso, WA. After a Short briefing with the Coach Driver and Funeral Director, we took a moment to get situated, then The Road Captain held a ride/safety brief. Once completed, he R.C led the ride to the mission location at WNC arriving around 1015. Upon arrival, The RHG met the family of the hero and helped the family coordinate with WNC staff. After that was accomplished, The RC gave the family and friends a short brief explaining what the ceremony would entail, and the symbology behind it. By 1030 everything was set and the coach and second rider were dispatched to the staging area. The RC then rounded up the family and escorted them to the staging area to wait for WNC staff to lead us to the Ceremony site. Once the procession was escorted to the ceremonial area, the team quickly and efficiently turned to forming a flag line, as the R/C coordinated with the rifle team. and Active-Duty Army. By 1115, all preparations were completed, Pall bearers and Rifle Team were in place and all patriots were called to “Attention” and “Present Arms” as the Hero and burial flag were then transferred with honor and solemn dignity to the Army Honor Guard , who carried and placed the hero in the place of honor. A short prayer was said and all patriots were called to “attention and Present Arms”, as the Army Honor Guard stepped up, saluted our hero, and the Rifle Squad sent “Prayers Aloft in a Volley of Three”, followed by the bugler sounding TAPS. Following TAPS, the Army unfolded and refolded the burial flag and presented it to the widow of our hero, saluted and left the area. The R/C then presented the Commemorative Coin, solemnly and respectfully saluted and stepped away to allow the family to have their time. The family spoke of the hero and a prayer was said. After a few minutes, The R/C announced the conclusion of “Military Honors “, All patriots were called to attention, and “Present Arms”, after, the RC guided the family pall bearers in returning the hero to the coach, for his ride to his final resting place. Upon arriving at the internment site, our Patriots gathered round our hero and with honor and respect, transferred him to the WNC staff, RC called “Attention and Present Arms “ then stood by as our hero was laid to rest. At the conclusion, the RC gave a quick brief and we rolled home to wait for the next call of duty. This mission was conducted and completed to the highest standards of the American Legion PATRIOT GUARD / FINAL SALUTE Mission. TO HONORING OUR NATIONS HEROES. May GOD bless our service members and our Patriot Family, PATRIOTS ALL that we may continue to STAND FOR THOSE WHO HAVE AND CONTINUE TO STAND FOR OUR SAFETY AND FREEDOM. No accidents, injuries or other incidents took place during this mission.
