adies and Gentleman of Patriot Guard Riders, the children of US Army Veteran Richard

Kunkle has requested the Patriot Guard Riders stand in Honor of his life and service to 

our country during his service, in which he will receive his much deserved Military 

Honors by the Patriot Guard Riders doing the flag folding/presentation and the Castle 

Rock American Legion #175 will be render the rifle volleys and TAPS. Richard served in 

the US Army from 1972 to 1975, when he was honorably discharged. 
This request comes from a close friend of Warren Besco, our support vehicle/RCIT.    

The Children of Richard were very young when Richard passed away. The oldest son 

has always wanted his Father’s flag, but did not know how to receive it. Warren Besco 

talked to the children’s Mother about what the Patriot Guard Riders do for our Veterans 

and Families. Richard’s children are looking forward to seeing their Father get the 

Honors he so deserves after a very long wait.

Please join with me as we stand in Honor for this American Hero alongside his children 

and friends

MISSION DATE:

MISSION PLAN: This will this be a flag line mission
STAGING LOCATOIN:

SCHEDULE:

       Staging
        Ride/ Mission briefing

        KSU for mission location

        Set up flag line

        Fade away after Military Honors

RIDE CAPTAIN: Dan “Double D” Halverson; danielhalversonPGR@yahoo.com
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5 MARCH 2022

PATRIOT GUARD PRESENTATION
TO

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 


George Rogers Clark Chapter, Lacey, WA. 
In early March 2021 I received an email from Art Dolan, Chapter President for the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution George Rogers Clark Chapter, Lacey, WA. Art had seen our Patriot Guard Mission in various places. Art told me of their three principals of their chapter, History, Education, and patriotism, and asked if we would be interested in presenting to their group on 5 March 2022. I agreed. As you can imagine in the last year, we have done so many things that time has slipped away from us a bit. But Art made sure we were still on as agreed.

Fast forward to yesterday. Larry Blackledge and I journeyed to lacey to conduct our mission to present to this group. Art was in full patriot gear. Remarkably interesting, and frankly a refreshing show of true patriotism from the very days that founded this country, he wasn’t the only one. Art was a gracious host; he explained the order of the meeting and we found a chair in the back to watch until our turn for presenting. We were the only presenters, so it was a short line up. Upon opening they put what is first, first and opened with a prayer, then directly into the pledge of allegiance; sounds familiar. We were right at home. Each member stood, introduced themselves and the person from the revolution that qualified them for this society, to say they all beamed with pride as they spoke would be a gross understatement.
At our prescribed time I moved to the front of the room and began, Larry assumed a position in the back of the room; the Department of the Navy had them surrounded so to speak. We had 20 minutes, so I started with the fact our core is The American Legion and moved to the Riders and then to the four pillars of our legion. Then the Reader’s Digest version of our beginnings with an abbreviated history in Mulvane KS and WA State. Then ended with the fact that we are a Mission, an act, and only exist when we invited by the family, formed in Honor and Respect for our Hero our hero’s family and friends while he is honored with Full Military Honors at the location of the families choosing, Larry included a few anecdotes and educational facts. There were a few questions and just like that our time was up. Several local American Legion Posts were represented, Post 3 Olympia, Post 94 Lacey, and Post 49 Rochester. It was a very interesting group; the age of the members ran the gambit and no doubt there were many very accomplished and highly educated folks in the room. They thanked us for our time. We stayed for a bit, said our goodbyes and left the area.

It was a wonderful way to help inculcate other patriots and get our Mission out to the community. They completely got it and were extremely interested. No doubt we will see some of them again in a flag line.           

In attendance:

Larry Blackledge – 5th District Adjutant



Honor/Respect

Daniel “Double D” Halverson

Road Captain - PATRIOT GUARD WA
American Legion Riders Advisory Committee Vice Chairman – West
Visit our web site at: patriotguardwa.org
HONOR Is The Mission

